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USEEC 
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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, UN, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC PREPARATIONS FOR MAY MEETING OF UN OVERVIEW 
COMMITTEE 

REF: (A) STATE 60178 (B) BRUSSELS 4823 
(C) LONDON 60178 (NOTAL) 

1 . COMMISSION OFFICIAL (ODILE QUINTIN, ASSISTANT ON 
NORTH/SOUTH ISSUES TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTER- 
NAL AFFAIRS CASPARI) ON MARCH 14 PASSED ON COMMISSION'S 
COMMENTS ON THE TWO US PAPERS ON AGENDA ITEMS 1 AND 2 FOR 
THE MAY MEETING OF THE UN OVERVIEW COMMITTEE (PARAS 5 AND 
6, REF A). SHE EXPRESSED THE COMMISSION'S APPRECIATION 
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FOR THE TWO PAPERS. SHE FELT SUCH EXCHANGES ARE USEFUL 
IN HELPING TO ASSURE THAT GROUP-B COUNTRIES AT AN EARLY 
STAGE OF THEIR PREPARATIONS FOR THE MAY MEETING DO NOT 
MAKE INCOMPATIBLE STATEMENTS AND SEEK TO HARMONIZE THEIR 
APPROACHES AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. 

AGENDA ITEM 1, GENERAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AND RELATIONS: 
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2. QUINTIN SAID THE COMMISSION BELIEVES THAT THE US 
PROPOSED OUTLINE IS AN EXCELLENT BUT VERY DETAILED AND 
SOMEWHAT POLITICIZED REVIEW WHICH SHOULD MAKE A VERY 
USEFUL CONTRIBUTION AS SERIOUS BACKGROUND FOR DISCUSSIONS 
DURING THE MAY MEETING. THE COMMISSION FAVORS A SOMEWHAT 
SHORTER, SIMPLER AND MORE GENERAL APPROACH AND HAS PRE- 
PARED AN OUTLINE OF SUCH A PAPER TO BE CONSIDERED BY 
COREPER MARCH 16. SHE SAID THAT THIS PAPER DRAWS ON THE 

UK SUGGESTIONS (REF C) AND TAKES THE US PAPER INTO CON- 
SIDERATION. SHE BELIEVES THERE IS NO INCONSISTENCY 
BETWEEN THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL AND THE US PAPER. THE 
COMMISSION DRAFT OUTLINE, WHICH IS BEING TRANSMITTED BY 
SEPTEL, IS BROKEN DOWN INTO THE FOLLOWING THREE MAIN 
SECTIONS AND HAS AN INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUSION. 

A. SHORT-TERM ECONOMIC SITUATION (A DESCRIPTION OF THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN GENERAL AND IN DIFFERENT GROUPS OF 
COUNTRIES AND CURRENT PROBLEMS, INCLUDING ENERGY). 

B. STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS (REVIEW OF LONG-TERM STRUCTURAL 
PROBLEMS HAMPERING ECONOMIC GROWTH AND ECONOMIC EXCHANGES. 
WITH MAJOR EMPHASIS ON THE ROLE OF INVESTMENT). 

C. POLICIES TO BE FOLLOWED (ESSENTIALLY AN EXAMINATION OF 
POLICIES TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE NATIONAL AND INTER- 
NATIONAL LEVELS TO OVERCOME IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM 
STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS TO ASSURE MORE RAPID ECONOMIC GROWTH 
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AND GREATER COOPERATION BETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND DEVELOP 
ING WORLD, INCLUDING ENERGY COOPERATION.) 

3. QUINTIN NOTED THAT THE ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMIS- 
SION’S PAPER TRIES TO PULL ALL POSSIBLE REMEDIAL POLICIES 
AND ACTIONS INTO ONE SECTION RATHER THAN LEAVING THEM 
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE PAPER. THE COMMISSION ALSO PLANS 
TO UNDERLINE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SOCIALIST STATES 

AND THE NEED FOR THEM TO DO MORE TO HELP THE LDC'S. 

COREPER S COMMENTS AND POSSIBLE SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE 
DRAFT OUTLINE ARE TO BE USED BY THE COMMISSION AND THE 
NORTH/SOUTH WORKING GROUP IN ARRIVING AT A FINAL PAPER TO 
BE PREPARED BY THE END OF MARCH. 

AGENDA ITEM 2, TRANSFER OF RESOURCES: 

4. QUINTIN SAID THE COMMISSION STILL PREFERS THAT NEITHER 
THE US, THE EC, NOR OTHER GROUP-B COUNTRIES SUBMIT ANY 
SUB-ITEMS UNDER THIS TOPIC SINCE IT MIGHT ENCOURAGE THE 
G-77 TO PREPARE A DETAILED LIST OF SPECIFIC SUBJECTS 
WHICH COULD CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR GROUP B COUNTRIES. HOW- 
EVER. SHE CONCEDED THAT IT MIGHT BE DESIRABLE TO PRESENT 
SOME ALTERNATE TOPICS IN THE EVENT THE G-77 TAKES THE 
INITIATIVE AND SUBMITS AN UNACCEPTABLE LIST. THE CO - . 

MISSION IS ALSO UNDER SOME PRESSURE BY THE UK (REF C) AND 
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THE NETHERLANDS TO SUGGEST ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION. 

5. QUINTIN SAID THE COMMISSION FELT THE FOUR TOPICS SUG- 
GESTED BY THE US WAS A VALID APPROACH TO THE SUBJECT AND 
GENERALLY PREFERRABLE TO THAT SUGGESTED BY THE UK (REF C). 
SHE SAID THE COMMISSION HAD SOME RESERVATIONS ON THE 
STRESS IN ITEM D ON ASSISTANCE TO MEET BASIC HUMAN NEEDS 
TO THE NEGLECT OF OTHER ASSISTANCE OBJECTIVES. 

6. QUINTIN SAID THE FOUR US ISSUES WERE VERY CLOSE TO THE 
THREE THE COMMISSION WILL PROPOSE IF THE MARCH 16 COREPER 
MEETING DECIDES THE EC AS A WHOLE SHOULD SUBMIT TOPICS TO 
THE UN SECRETARIAT. THESE TOPICS ARE BASICALLY THE 
CHAPTER HEADINGS OF A DRAFT IN PREPARATION IN THE COM- 
MISSION OF THE FORMAL EC PRESENTATION ON THE TRANSFER OF 
RESOURCES AGENDA ITEM AT THE MAY MEETING. SHE DESCRIBED 
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THE GENERAL SUBSTANCE OF THESE TOPICS AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) TRANSFER OF RESOURCES AND GENERAL ECONOMIC INTER- 
DEPENDENCE AND GROWTH (THIS WOULD INCLUDE THE US SUG- 
GESTED ITEM A AND A LARGE PART OF B IN PARAGRAPH 6, 

REF A); 

(B) EXAMINATION OF SECTORAL PROBLEMS AND PRIORITIES FOR 
TRANSFER OF RESOURCES (THIS WOULD BE ESSENTIALLY THE 
SAME AS ITEM D SUGGESTED BY THE US AND ALSO PART OF B); 

(C) EC COMMITMENTS AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS (SIMILAR TO US 
ITEM C BUT DEALING ONLY WITH THE VOLUME AND ACCOMPLISH 
MENTS OF OFFICIAL ASSISTANCE BY THE EC AND THE MEMBER 
STATES). 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: IF THE DEPARTMENT HAS ANY COMMENTS 
OR SUGGESTIONS ON THE PROPOSED EC PAPERS FOR THE TWO 
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AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE MAY MEETING OF THE UN OVERVIEW 
COMMITTEE, THEY SHOULD BE TRANSMITTED TO THE MISSION AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ASSURE THAT THEY ARE TAKEN INTO 
ACCOUNT BEFORE THE EC PAPERS REACH FINAL FORM. MORRIS 
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